The Ancient Worlds of Asia
for more than thirty centuries as this one was in the successive capitals of the Empire.
"This sacrifice, held in the meadows outside the gates of the capital of the Lord of Heaven at midday, expressed not only the communion.of man and heaven, but the communion of man with man.  Participation in the sacrifice was regulated strictly according to law.   The ceremony comprised the worship of heavenly and earthly spirits and the cult of nature and the ancestors.   It constituted, therefore, the religious basis of the whole moral order and it is not surprising that Confucius said that he who understood the meaning of the great sacrifice understood also the order of the universe as clearly as if he could see it written on the palm of his hand. This sacrifice was, as it were, the metaphysical centre of the Chou civilisation.  It comprised both moral and music.   The sacred mimes, accompanied by impressive music, portrayed, in a mysterious symbolism, the bonds between the cosmic powers and the lives of men. . . . The sacrifice offered to the supreme Lord of Heaven and to the ancestors of the dynasty whom King Wen had placed beside the Lord (an innovation which gave the patriarchal system its supreme sanction) was the culminating point of a scries of ceremonies. The role of high priest in this sacrifice to God, the all-powerful Lord, was a prerogative of the King. He alone was entitled to command this display of splendour due to the Lord of Heaven.  For the vassal princes and the nobles, the sacrifice was the religious act which betokened their power.   Each vassal state had its deities which it worshipped.   Each prince had to honour the gods of the mountains and rivers in his own part of the country. Thus the sacrifice was a duty and a right for all men, even for the ordinary people who worshipped their ancestors in their' OWE homes.   The ancestors were classed by generations.   Th< eldest was enthroned in the hindermost temple, the other; in temples orientated alternately north and south.   Onh the King could worship his ancestors with royal honours Other descendants of the King who were only prince
196h ended at the Tibetan border and was, according to them, surrounded only by a narrow area inhabited by barbarians. The world to them was a square with sides some 10,000 li long (a li was about five hundred yards). (From A. Herrmann: Lou-Ian, Leipzig, 1931.)
